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Welcome to the 
July edition of 
TexPress!  
This year’s Fourth 
of July celebrations 
will be marked by a 
highly symbolic 

event: the Statue of 
Liberty, the most 

famous symbol of our 
independence, will reopen to 

the public on Independence Day. 

The monument, also fondly known as Lady 
Liberty has been closed since the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks. Though Liberty Island 
and the statue’s pedestal were reopened in 
August 2004, the interior of the statue itself has 
remained off-limits to the public. 

The Statue was presented to the United States 
on the centennial of the signing of the American 
Declaration of Independence as a gift from 
France and has been known as a beacon of 
freedom to the rest of the world. 

From all of us at Texas Highway Products:  

 
 

Company Outing Texas Style 
Texas Highway Products’ employees gathered 
for a few days at a dude ranch in Bandera, TX. 
The rugged Hill Country 
provided the perfect setting 
for horseback-riding and 
some good, old-fashioned 
fun. While the girls had their 
retreat mid of May, the men 
met a few days later to relax 
and enjoy the cowboy life.

 
 
 
 

Girl’s 
Retreat 
 
 
On the 
range 
 
 

 
Whiskey for 
the girls, beer 
for the horses 
 

 
 
Play me 
some 
country 
music 
 
 
 
 
 

Men’s 
Retreat 
 
Learning 
the ropes 
 
 

 
Float decorating for the Memorial Day parade 
 
Yeehaw! 



In the Spot Light: LED Signals 
 

 The GT1TM signals from GE 
Lumination are the most reliable 
and advanced LED traffic signals 
on the market.  

The high-power LED devices deliver 
exceptionally consistent brightness. A 

specially designed optical lens 
system precisely controls light 
collection and distribution to 
produce a tight color 
uniformity (+/- 3 nanometers) 

that meets the latest ITE 
specifications. 

But the most outstanding 
attribute of this signal is its 
unparalleled reliability. 
Thanks to strides GE 

Lumination has taken in 
the area of thermal 
management and the 
company's commitment to 
the customer-focused Six 

Sigma design process, the highly 
energy-efficient GT1 signals are optimized for 
the longest possible average rated life.  

To underscore the importance of LED signal 
quality, GE has tasked Intertek with a new 
comprehensive third-party certification program 
for LED traffic signal modules. Under the 
Intertek ETL Verified certification program, GT1 
LED signals are independently tested and 
evaluated using the latest 
industry standards 
published by the Institute 
of Transportation 
Engineers (ITE).  

As a matter of fact, this 
powerful new quality 
assurance tool takes 
existing industry testing 
standards to the next level 
and goes beyond the minimum ITE 
specifications.  

For municipalities and agencies there is an easy 
way to ensure that they get the best quality 
possible, when they are putting LED traffic 
signals out to bid: all they need to do is to 
demand Intertek ETL Verified certification to be 
sure that the intent of the ITE standards are 
maintained and enforced.

 

W.L. "Bud" Kent 
 
For those of you who haven't yet heard, it is 
with great sadness that we share the news 
of the death of our dear friend W.L. "Bud" 
Kent, who passed away on June 23, 2009 
surrounded by his family.  

Bud Kent, who was born on December 25, 
1940, graduated from high school in 
Ottumwa, Iowa, and served in the United 
States Air Force. He then began his more 
than 40 year career at Eagle Traffic Control 

Systems in 
Davenport, Iowa 
and later 
transferred to 
Austin, TX where 
he continued to 
consult after his 
retirement in 
2003.  

Bud was the 
driving force 
behind the 
development of 
EPAC, the most 

successful traffic controller software in the 
U.S. His knowledge was highly regarded in 
the ITS industry and he served on 
numerous committees and boards, where 
among other tasks he helped to advance 
the development of the NEMA and NTCIP 
standards.  

To all who knew him always remember his 
words of wisdom: "RTFM". 
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