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TEXAS HIGHWAY PRODUCTS NEWSLETTER

Happy Now: Year from all of ue af
Tiexae Highway Produche

Welcome to the first edition of
TexPress in 2009

Dear customers and business partners we hope
y'all had a wonderful time with your family and
friends over the holidays.

As always the New Year is a season for new
beginnings whether it is a specific resolution or
just a determination to improve ourselves.

We at Texas Highway Products are starting this
year with the goal of being your favorite partner
as products supplier and distributor. Yes, the
New Year is a time for growth and we want to
grow customer satisfaction and our support even
more.

Of course we also need your feedback.

ISSUE 4

So please let us know how we are doing ... no
matter whether it is good or bad.

Have a great New Year!

Flashback

The turn of the year is also a good opportunity to
take stock of the last year. In the following is a
brief summary of things that had an impact on
the transportation industry in Texas last year.
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Texas Transportation Commission chairman Ric
Williamson, who was at the center of Texas
transportation politics for five years, died of a
heart attack on December 30, 2007. A few
months later Governor Rick Perry replaced the
interim chairman with his former chief of staff
Deirdre Delisi.

Meanwhile the Texas Sunset Advisory
Commission was doing its once-every-12-years
review of TxDOT. A report was issued in June

of 2008 and some changes
were suggested which g
included replacing the five-

member Transportation
Commission with a single
appointed commissioner
and creating a legislative oversight committee.
The changes were approved by the Sunset
commission at the end of 2008, but it is up to
the new Legislature to turn the recommended
changes into law.

Texas

Department
of Transportation

With more than four dollars per gallon
s gasoline prices were at an all-time high
in the summer of 2008. A sharp decline
in energy demand triggered by
changed driving behavior as well
as a worldwide economic recession
drove the prices down by more than
60% towards the end of the year.

Transportation projects had been delayed by
TxDOT's limited cash flow for Fiscal Year 2008.
However, this is likely going to change with
funding from bonds under Proposition 14 (see
last newsletter). In addition the transportation
industry might benefit from an economic
stimulus plan which has been discussed by
Congress and the incoming administration in the
last couple of weeks.

Watch Out When You Leave
Texas

Here are some strange
traffic laws that could get
you a ticket. Some of
these laws just make you
wonder about common
sense, others are
outdated but still on
the books and therefore

technically still enforceable. Enjoy and obey!

In Alabama it is illegal to drive while blindfolded.

It is against the law to tether a dog to the roof of a car
in Alaska.

In California a vehicle without a driver may
not exceed 60 miles per hour.

In Dublin, Georgia it is illegal to drive
through playgrounds.

In Topeka, Kansas it is against the law to transport
dead poultry on Kansas Avenue.

In Evanston, lllinois it is unlawful to change clothes in
an automobile with the curtains drawn, except in case
of fire. ,

Swearing from a vehicle is considered
a misdemeanor in Rockville, Maryland.

In University City, Missouri, it is illegal
to honk the horn of someone else’s car.

In Blairstown, New Jersey it is against the law to plant
trees in the middle of the street.

In Dunn, North Carolina it is against the law to drive
on sidewalks.

In Oregon you can get ticketed if you leave your car
door open longer than is deemed necessary.

In Hilton Head, South Carolina it is against the law to
store trash in your vehicle.
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