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Welcome to the May Edition of 
TexPress  
 
Spring is in full swing 
and with it a number 
of new transportation 
projects – many of 
them funded through 
the American 
Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA). However, 
based on two new 
independent reports 
which analyzed 
transportation needs 
and transportation 
funding in Texas 
there are indications 
that despite the additional stimulus money the 
State Highway Fund is quickly running dry. 
According to the projections, funding for 
congestion relief will run out in 2012 and 
remaining maintenance funding will also be 
insufficient.   
We hope that the Texas Legislature will find ways 
to ensure that the future transportation needs of 
citizens and businesses in the state will be met. 
After all a good transportation infrastructure is the 
prerequisite for a thriving economy. 
Detailed information about projects, funding and 
other related subjects can be found on TxDOT’s 
website (www.keeptexasmoving.com)  
 
 

In the Spot Light: Carmanah’s 
Solar Flashing Beacons 
 
Which traffic agency doesn’t have this 
challenge: remote locations that could greatly 
benefit from highly visible signage, but where 
hard-wired solutions are proving to be cost-
prohibitive in installation and maintenance? 

 
 
 
 
Here is the solution: 
Carmanah solar flashing 
beacons draw drivers’ 
attention to important 
signage, from stop signs 
at crucial intersections, to 
speed limits in school zones, 
to warning signs at uncontrolled 
railway crossings.  
They provide a clean, green 
standalone solution that 
installs easily onto existing 
sign posts with just a wrench 
and a screwdriver. Carmanah 
solar beacons can be trusted 
because they are built for reliability 
and durability.  

 
Carmanah flashing beacons operate for up to 
five years maintenance free and offer a variety 
of activation options. A very interesting solution 

is the user operated remote 
activation for applications such 
as fire halls, weigh scales, and 
work and construction zones.  

Please contact us for more 
information about any of the 
following products: 

 R247  
Solar Flashing Beacon  
flashes 24 hours a day 

  R820  
Crosswalk Beacon  
push-button activation 

  R829  
School Zone Beacon  
scheduled-based activation 

  R838  
Remote Flashing Beacon  
remote on-demand activation 



Traffic News: Encom Brings 
NASA Expert Aboard 
 
Pat Clair has recently joined the ENCOM team 
as its senior factory engineer. Based in San 
Antonio, he will head up ENCOM’s extensive 
field engineering team in the U.S. 
 
Mr. Clair who spent more than 20 years at 
Southwestern Bell, AT&T and Lucent 
Technologies, most recently was in charge of 
project planning and control of unmanned NASA 
spacecraft while at the Southwest Research 
Institute in San Antonio, Texas. He will bring to 
ENCOM a wealth of knowledge and experience 
in designing wireless communications systems 
and will provide extensive training, system 
design, and service support. 
 
 

Product Training in the 
Panhandle Great Success 

 
The recent training event which was hosted by 
TxDOT and the City of Lubbock and focused on 
Iteris and Eagle/Siemens equipment was well 
attended and received. The picture above 
shows an attentive audience listening to 
instructor Fidel Garza from Texas Highway 
Products. 
 
 

Suggestion Program Launched 
 
Texas Highway Products has just put in place a 
“Suggestion Program” that will recognize 
employees for new ideas to improve business 
and processes. Wherever implemented, such  

programs have proven to be beneficial not only 
for the company but also for its business 

partners and customers. 
Therefore we would like 
to extend the invitation 
to participate to others 
outside of the company. 
Please send your 
recommendations to 

admin@trafficsignal.com . 
 

 
 

A traffic manual of the other 
kind 
 
Why does the other lane 
always seem to be moving 
faster?  
Who hasn’t pondered this 
question once in a while – 
and failed to come up with 
an answer? If you read 
Tom Vanderbilt’s book  
Traffic: Why we drive the 
way we do (and what it says 
about us) you will get some excellent 
insight into the behavior of your fellow drivers. 
This is a highly informative and entertaining 
book; it will provide you with answers to many 
traffic related questions and give you logical 
explanations for some of the traffic mysteries we 
encounter every day.  
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